
The hearts o~ the· F lsber-R1cbard.sonf9.fIl111 are' tilled wtth 

an abiding spirit or pride. lov and respect a It they think or 

the living which ha s centered a bout this one old home aa it; haa 

stood by the side of' the road all these long years. I shall tell 

you some of the reoorded historiea 1 fa ete and 801l1e of the family 

lore. 

Built in the early 1700' s it was only the ~H.lt end. of what 

you see. It first enters O'Ul" tamily records In l7f 3, when lamuel 

Fisher of Morton and h1sto:wide Mary White, daughter of t:he first 

minister, came here to beg ln tneir narried l1fe. 

ancestors seem so f'arniliar I 50011 oa l1 them by their first name,s. 

Lemulltl was one of the colon1e.l minutemen. Be left hnre 

April 19., 1775, and served periodically, as was t.he eust:om.. The 

farm included a 11 of the land in t his vicinity- mue 1 ft 8 bur led 

in the Town 11 Ce tary .. 

there were nine children bOl"n to this couple but it: 1s their 

son Daniel whom we know. When he narried HepzIbah F!lleOrown the 

west end of the hou.se was added 1'01' their borne. Daniel w ae a 

blacksmith and cared for the needs of tne wlilagere t oxen. A Iso, 

it • 8.8 he who d ug and aold the peat from the pond, thus g Iving 

ue t.he Peat nola around which mny experteneeeaenter-. Daniel and 

Heps 1bab h~d two ch lldre '~ Danie 1 Jr. and Eve l1na. 

Their son, Daniel Jr., DBrried ry Johnston of eton. 

Then f a t he I' and son dbrided thefa rm--Ienior on th!.8 sld.e and .Ttmior 

across the road. Daniel and Mary built their bome c'\own ne r t.he 

ri'9'~r--l t. 1s now the east end of' ude Brooks 1 home. Atmt; 1''1, 

as we called her, was a rermrkable wonan, DrIng in that. same house 
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until she died at the a ge ot one hundred years, two months. Thayare 

the bra nch of the family who ape t:he a nee stors of the Fisher cousins--

'. uQ Brooks, ths 1a. te Boward 1:i'1aher, leo 1m. Fisher, ry Swift,. 

Madeline tltueeler, Bele-n£t1 1tzRandolph, " nd others. 

Next we turn to Evelina whose life added greatly to the hilt.. r-y 

of t ni! home. In. 1833 sha lllirrled Ira Richardson of' Attleboro. '.tiley 

dro'6 to t;he former home of Ed Freerran in Norton, now restored by M-~. 

and Ilr s. f r.o,j,111ps, to be rrarr1ed by Rev. Pitt Clark,. well-known minister 

of ...nat is now the Unita rian Ohur'ch of Norton. It was t is couple who 

ga ve us the R1chardson name, 80 we are interested 1n his ooeksround. 

Born in 1801, Ira: -.as the YOungflst of the eleven children of Sarah 

French. and Set".h Richardson, a Revolutionary War veteran. 'lb..ey lived 

on the farm 10('..8; t.ed on the pre sent Biehard 80n A. venue ~ jU!l't 0\1'61" the 

line from Norton into Attleboro. 
Lyd ia. 

Ira's siater mrried Emerson Br iggs, and t.hey became the anees-

'torI'S of the pt-omlnent Briggs family of Attleboro--JuJ g e Wa ltGr and Rev. 

Frank Brigg s you may know. 

'r'he Riehardllon family came to tbis vicinity !'I-om 1ioburn in t he 

early 1700' s. 

Bere I ha va a family memento t,o read-

11"a. held the rank of Captain in the 'Norton Artillery. Hie fame 

aprGadwhen he loadedhia gun with green ~,ra$8 a.s well as powder in 

order to make a terri f ic bang welcoming 1're8. J"e.ckson and Vlea-Pres. 

Van Buren on tr-lsir v1sit to Rhode Island. 

Ira and Ev-slina carrIe here to live liioon after their etil·ria.~ e be

cause of the 111 health of her parents. lie took an active pa.r-t in 

the e.f.t'airs of the t own and a s a oarpenter a:t1d wheelwright he rrade 

furnIture and implements for toe home and fa.rm. My sis t.er baa a 



- 3 -

oheat,-ha nade for 01lr grandmother. When the first train went 

through Mansfield he was shingling the :roof of the old SldnneJ- ~pn 

wh t ch 8tOad ael"OSS the bridge near the home of Jean Me!Harmld Plnd la t.er. 

public serviae ot' his was ffsexton II' which meant he USM his 

faithful horse, old Jlm.~ and drove t:he town hearsa--not rnrton more 

tha.n a box on wheels. He charged onl) dollar for tl1is- and_ a. dolle.,. 

and a he.If for opening and closing t h e gra ve.. By 1865 t.he p.rie." tor 

001"17 lng the body waa ado llar and a ha It' . There are mny tale a 

aasocie. ted with this position, the hearse serving du.a 1 purpopea.. A. t 

one t 1m he drove by .Norton Neservoir and overt-ook Mfl r rill BJanenard., 

a.n uncl~ r) f Alice Bla.nchard Leonard, who waf!. return'-n-1!t f:rom 8, fish ing 

trip. In his u~ual accommoclating way be gave Mer!"!)l a ride .. Ce n 

you pictm-e him and his fi~h pole ocoupylng the bonor pos1t i on 1,n 

the hears6 ? On another Qceasion my grandmother rode home fla om sohool 

tn it.. When the town paid {I400 for a n.ew Q@a r-ae . Capt;. I ra I!!bow-ed 

his objection by refusing to drive it, !to the profession ne taken over 

by Carroll Sheplrci, step-fa ther of E. G. Sher rran, g:ranrH~9. ther of the 

pr6~ant mortician Fhilip Shertl3.n--abothe:r example o f fa !lll J.y trad 1t.1on. 

We must get on to the c..l1ildren of Capt. Ix-a and Evel :Ln:t. Here 

their nine children were born and here 

three sons--F<iward who d:1.ed at. eight y &9.rs of ~ g e :- Lloyd 9. C:t.vl1 War 

soldier died at twenty-rour, and George in 1897. Nene 'bad chtldr~n 

so tbe dirac • .; line or the lUenarosou name could not be carr led on. 

The oldest daughter, Mary, mtlrried John Sales of Easton 

(Poquanticut ). Tbey were the grandparent-a of the Seletl' ehlli ran w-h_o 

formerly lived 1n *'nsfleld--.Tohn, Jessie and Mary now 11.ve 1n New Jork 

and Richardson (known as Richard) ho lde a ree_p()ns1.bl~ Gover me~+; 

position in Panama. 



lm.rPie4 Elijah orS8 of Sharon. They had no children 

but my mother 'told UB bow genepous they were to all the family. For 

Inst8.nee* when visiting here t hey would g o tor candy at "Old lady 
recently 

White t IS lit storo which 1II!il. s in her home, njuxwxcxx. t he nucleus or 

Clarenoe Ra lph' 8 modern bome. 

Ca.roline marr1ed Jared Dean of Ea ston and tbeu- ebl1dr&n died 

a.s in:tanta. One of the 1&w retraining neighbors who remembers her 

e s pecially among all the.latera Is Jennie walker; widow orC'harlea 

wa lker, who bas lived all bel" life in the house acrosS' from the pond .. 

Em1ra mrrled Albinu.s Frost who came to town to beminlster or 

the New .leruas. lem Church and latel'bees.m8 the firs t principe. 1 of 

Mansfield High. Sehool. They were Mas sed with t.en ehildren,.one of 

whom, JImms. R1chardson Frost, 1s here today. It 1s to her tbat tne 

Town i8 indebted for the g i.ftof this old homestead. Her sist er 

Marion is living in Florida and h er brother, If's., lives in Montana. 

!be geandenlldren and grea.t grandchildren l1ve in homes the length 

and breadth of the United States and even in Eng land. 

Out stand Ing in the memory of a 11 the people who ce. me to this 

old family home Is the persona I1ty ofl'lartba. Ricbardson, who was known 

sne lived here all her lIre until 111 hea Ith necess1tated her moving 

ude Fisher BP-ooks. To show the growth of this 

neighborhood I quote one an$odotf!ll about Aunt Blrtna--Word bad been 

received that her brother Lloyd, two Fl$her cousins and two other 

neighbors would be ret-urnlng f~om the Cavil r. She a t t lon,ed her-

Belf on the house roof and her sister Etmm stayed at the bottom, of tbe 

ladder. When 

present South 

rtha. spotted the five blue ooats oO'ming down tbe 

in Street at a po1nt near the . eRae plaoe she sent 
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acroaa the f"uld to te ll Aunt ry Pleber. There an!t 

mo_ 1JorkdOJl. in these pa.r til trA t • 

!t'hr-ough &.11 the up. aDd c!iGwna of t he tJ 111 it r-tba to . om 

humor and het- cordial welcome for all whO' drepped In. lie'!" 8&1iDga are 

stIll quoted by her relativea--Wben l eaving heme ehe ad 1m d ch 0 

cbeck for "teeth., wa tch and key a. en plan. were d. tor any oecaalon 

she had one ru.le-MnQ IDl ttel" 1f~, t ba ppen. #. there's to be no . u S81ng. fJ. 

Bep gaMening and culinary skill. addecS to hal' fa me --mo Se4UJ eo kl.es 

~OlD the bigcookleerook, jel11es. hulled ornjl pple··sauce caIt #. nd1.1h 

contribution to the ear. of her Dan,.. r&18 t ivea, !~1e- . • a nd u 19b e. 

She .. e deveted to her chureb and: pract;lce:d h 'n- relig10n 1n her d i1y 

living. 

The 1'oungest Richardaon g 1rl, Clara, . s bOrn here on Augu st 14, 
18,1, and ber mother J Evelina J d 1ed tba t !1a. y. Sb.wt;. . the first to be 

buxale4 in the. tam!ly lot over bere und6~ the . apl"'Uce tl.-ee. ane left h~ 

husband, Irs. !tlcbard8on. with the nine child.x-en and bel' f b 8 mot.ber and 

father whQ were cared for by Capt. i t-a and b is etlildrea until th.ey too 

.. epe burted under thetre-e. Even wit h a.l1 tole care and r e pons1b111ty 

.ltunt lfartha stated tbat he wa s navEl' known t o se.y e. oro~ s wOPa . 

!'be tiny _by who was my g . r:nmotheztwas carried t o RlebazoO. on Avenue 
I 

in lorton rr, Oapt. ~J ' a alsterInloda R1eaardaon Whee ler am 'bi'~ught up 

in her home. It was told. that the b.orse \las _lksd all the ;1' and e. 

cousin. who was riding in another C8.l'P1ag e o.ften ~n up to see i t i")le mby 

wero atl!.]' alive all It waa unusual to carry a new-born bah7 .80 f a r. 

At-the age of eeventeen Olara mrrl~d George Fiske. Here are hap 

wedding bat, glove. and handkerchief. Beeallae or Capt .. Ira!a tiGc11n1ng 
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h $ i t gr and p&r>en t e cane hOM t o tHtlp mlt 

d id trilleb to el'leer h i m In his 1a ut 11lnea. MP . GOOd in wh o llyed 

:f.n th,. house en SO'ttt h 'Va in Str s-!)t n F t h e eornf/:t' of Beech St.reet 

C-l:lme r eg;-laz-ly 0 Tb r MY!- -te rtlad the w", ek l,. ra per t o a Im. Beoall. •• 

of lts ccuten t a, Capt . Ir-a. e~1 1ed it- fl1'he fi1urd~rtlu. On a speclal 

occtls i ':)n Y!tY g-r. ~~ l1d t.a th ;; r Piake aaked_ the loca l ve t r an. gNU:p tQ eall 

at the ho-'I.lse. Wh-e tnoy stood tlle r-& in tor -mtloa the aged Cap ta1D 

stoOl'! up.aven 1n hi8 f ellb le condition, and ut t4em t hPough the usual 

ord~r of' , ru.- It was thrilling occa sion to? those par t l elpatlng 

and the t'l.unl1y. 

n aT1 Ill, wa s born here in 1882 a n-1 wa s the la st tally CD be 

0- P13k.e of Dean 

3t r Aett Five 0 t b e se ven g ndcn11dren t ill 11~e in naris ld., '1'he 

d ne ndant .s .. 

, 
t.~ een ca.:r-ri 'jd on by ea oJ;it r a non of Capt. Ir s. t 8 

\ 

ren t s live . here in the 66.1"1,. 1880 1 8, my gNnd-

f a t 7! wO£>k t:t<l i n A , t leoor o for one dol:1a. :e- pep day .. Before taking the 

6;~O t !"9. i n OlD anaf101d Stat ion he 411 y erought t;ll. t e r neo •• a9.pY 
\ 

for tht3 y 's ~cr 1v1t.! &11 from the we ll at -ne \fea t elld: of toe ho-u •• --

t Oll aD ys. . leo"" e mu.s t d o the barn cbor •• and 

walk to t-hestatlon. ~o f l1.rt;' er help the w01'!lenrO lk6~ A'tmt r tha and 

GrandnQt art } ea ¢~ .. e ven lnghe trJI-ead~ Q. p in- cushion full of need les 

.!I llff i elent fo-t" 1~ h e n eedJl her. sewine straw tru, next day- In the 

de 1 V81'OO to them fIaom the St 'ff Shop on Park Stl'eet hy. • Dunham , 

great great grandtathe!'" of mgar- V. Pilon Jr. 
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'l!\ua we have trlleed th RiC" l'"d -en ta .111' f~C}m 176~ to 1956. 

ny of the former' tur-n1shing s ,r t b-e old no-me ar6 the ppi &ed posses

SiODS of the deseenda:ut... l .mm !rtOW ullles t he f1 pnlt'::u-e . h lch was used 

by her gr68,t gl"!uld_ fA F&tlt-a" J~nl~l andepz1 1'1 , .h() we ~l) rra r'hd1n 1800. 

But over and 9.DOV@ a ll of t.he se i.. fo!h. undying pl'ide we hold in t;~9.clng 

Ol"r aneestry t"rom 8~lCh fA noble eX8:D'ple ot' Ameriean f a " l y 11fe. 


