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The hearts of the Fisher-Richardson famlly sre filled with
an abiding =pirit of pride, love and respect a s they think of
the living whieh has centered about this one 0ld home as it has
gstood by the =ide of the road all these long years. I shall tell
you some oi the recorded historieal fa cts and some ¢f the family
lore.

Bullt in the early 1700's it was only the eist end of what
you see. It first snters ocur famlly records in 1743, when Iemuel
Fisher of Rorton and his bride Mary White, daughter of the first
minister, came here to begin thelr married life. Because sll thése
ancestors seem 80 famillar I shall call them by thelr filrst names.

Lamuel was one of the Colonial minutewen. He left here
April 19, 1775, and served periodlecally, 2s ﬁas *he custom. The
farm included all of the land in this vicinity. Xsruel was buried
in the Town Hall Cemetery.

There were nine cnildren born to tnils couple but 1+ 1is their
son Danlel whom we know. When he marrlied Hepzibah Fillebrown the
weat end of the house was added for thelr home. DPDaniel was a
blacksmith and cared for the needs of the willagers'! oxen. Also,
it w 28 he who dug and sold the peat from the pond, thus gilving
us +he Peat Ilole arcund which many experiences center. Daniel and
Hepgibah had twc chlldred; Daniel Jr. and Evelina.

Thelir son, Danlel Jr., mrried ¥ary Johnston orf E=ston.

Then father and son dlvided thefarm--8enior on thls side and Junior
acrogs the road. Daniel and Mary built their home Aown near the
river--it is now the east end of Maude Brooks' home. Aunt Mary,

ae we called her, was a remrkable woman, Ming in that same house
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until sne dled at ths 2ge of one hundred years, two months. They are
the branch of the famlly who are the ancestors of the Fisher cousins--
ioude Hrooks, the late Koward Wisher, Malcolm Fisher, Mary Swift,
Vadelline #nssler, Helen FitzRandolph, :nd others. / |

Next we turn to Evelina whose life added greatly to the hislLary
of tnls home., In 1833 she wrried Ira Richarisun of Attlebvoro. They
drow to the former home of Ed Freeman in Norton, now restvorsd by Mr.
and Wrs. Poillips, to be rarried by Resv. Fitt Clark, well-known minister
of what is now the Unitarian Caourch of Worton. It was this couple who
gave us the Richerdson name, =0 we are interested in his background.
Born in 1801, Ira was the youngest of thne eleven chlldren of 3arsh
French and Seth Richardson, a Revolutionary War veteran. They lived
on the farm located on the present Rienardson Avenue, just over the
line from Norton into Attleboro.

Lydie

Ira's aister mrried Emerson Briggas, and they becamwe the ances-
tors of the prominent Eriggs family of Attleboro--Juige Walter and Rev.
Frank Briggs you may know.

The Richardson family came to this vieinity from #%oburn in + he
early 170U's.

Here I have a family memento o read-

Ira held the rank of Captain in the Horton Artillery. His fame
spread wnen he loaded nlis gun with green ;rass as& well as powder in
order to make a terriilc bang welcoming Pres. Jackson and Vicse-Pres.
Van Buren on their vislt t¢ Fhode Island.

Ira and Evelina came here to live soon after thelr rsrriage be-~
cause of the 111 healtn of her parents. He took an active part in
the affairs of the town and a8 a carpenter and wiaeelwright he made

furnlture and implements for tne home and farm. My sis ter has a
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chest: o made for our grandmother. When the first train went

through Mansfield he was zahinglins the roof of +he ©1d Skinner Bern
which 8stood across the bridge near the home of Jean MeDiarmid FPindlater.
Amoiisew public service of his waa"sexton" whieh meant he used his
falthful horse, old Jim, and drove *he town hearse=--not miek more

than a box on wheels., He charged omne dollar for this and a doller

and a helf for opening and closing the grave. By 1865 ¢he price for
carrying the body was a dollar and a half. There are meny tales
asgoclisted with this position, the bearse sserving dval purposes. At

one time he drove by Norton Reservoir and overtook Merpril) Blsnchard,
en wnele~f Alice Blanchard leonard, who wos returning from a fighing
trip. 1In his usual accommodating way he gave Merrill a prlide. Can

you plcture him and his fish pole ccoupying the honor position in

the hearsef? On another oOceasslion my grandmother rode bome from school
in it. Vhen tne town paid #4100 for 2 new hearss, Cavt. Tra sbowed

his objection by refusing to drive 1t, so the profession was taken over
by CGarroll Shepard, step-father cof B, G. Sherman, grandfather of the
pregent morticlan Fnilip Shervan--ghother example of fawnily tradition,

We mast set on to the children of Capt. Ira and ZBvelina. Here
their nine cnildren were born and here ¢iey both dled., There woare
three sona--Fdward who died at eight years of age., Llcyd a Civil #ar
soldier dled at twenty-four, and George in 1897. None pad ehiliren
80 the direct line of the Richardsom name eonld not be carried on.

The oldest davghter, ¥ary, marriled John 8elee of ERaston
(Poguanticut). Thev were the grandparents of the Selee chil ren who
formerly lived in ¥anafleld-~John, Jessaie and Yary now live In New ¥ork
and Righardson (known as Richard) holds a respongible Government

poaition in Panama.
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Lodoyska married Elijeh Morse of Sharon. They had no children
but my mother +0ld us how generous they were t0 all the family. For
instanee, when visiting here they weuldkga for candy at Y014 Iady
White's™ store which was in her home,nhiggizgiixx the nucleus of
Clarence Ralph's modern home.

Carcline marrlied Jared Dean of BEaston and their children dled
as infants. One of the #w remaining nelghbors who rememvers her
especlally among all the sisters 12 Jennle Walker, widow ofCharles
Walker, who has lived all her 1life in the house aeross from the pond.

Emma married Albinus Frost who came to town to be minister of
the New Jerusalem Church and later became the first principal of
¥ansfleld High School. They were bdéssed with ten chlldren, one of
whom, Emma Richardson Frost, 1s here today. It 1s to her that the
Town 18 Indebted for the gift of thls 0ld homestead, Her sister
Marion is living in Florida and her brother, Ira, lives in ¥ontanam.
The geandcnildren and great grandchildren 1live in homes the length
and obreadth of the United States and even in England.

Gutsténding in the memory of all the people who ceme %o this
0ld family home 1s the personmality of ¥Martha Richardson, who was known
to all as"Aunt ¥Martha®. As the wnly unmarried daughter of Capt. Ira,
she llved here all her 1life until 111 hea 1lth necessitated her woving
to be cared for by Maude Flsher Brooks. To show the growth of this
neighbarhao& T quote cne anscdote about Aunt Martha --Word had been
received that her brother Lloyd, two Fisher cousins and two other
neighvors would ve returning from the Civil War. BShe stntioned her-
self on the house roof and her sister Emwa stayed at the bottom of the
ladder. When Martha spotted the five blue coats coming down the

present South ¥ein Street at a point near the lMecRae place she sent
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Emma scurrying acrcas the field to tell Aunt Mary Fisher. There wasn's
~ muach work dome in these parts that day.

Through all the ups and downs of the family 1% was Martha to whom
thay turned for care Or aseistance. She ws nown for her sense cof
humor and her cordial welcoms for all who dropped in. Her sayings are
st111 guoted by her relatives--lhen leaving home she admonighed eseh +0
checkk for "teeth, watch and key¥. Waen plans wsrs made for any occasion
ghe had one rule-¥no matter wh-t happens, there's to0 be no fussing.”

Her gardening and eulinary skills added to her fams--rolasses cookles
from the big cookle erock, jellles, hulled cbrn, arple-saunce gake, millk,
cream and “gérden'éé#a.” Abowve all of theose homsly arts was her great
contribution to the care of her many relatives, friends and usighbores.
She was devoted to her church and practlced her religlon iIn her daily
living.

The youngest Richardson girl, Clara, was born hers on August U,
1851, and her mother, Evelina, died that day. GShewss the firat to e
buried In the family lot over here under the apruce tree. She left her
husband, Ira Richsrdson, with the nine children and her feeble mother and
father who were cared for by Capt. ira and hisz children until they teo
were buried under the tree., Even with all this care and reszponsibllity
Aunt !aétha stated that he was nevarknown 0 say a cross word,

The tiny baby who was my grandmothaﬂ?as carried to Richardason Avenue
in Borton by Capt. Ir:'s sisterBheda Richardscn Whseler and brought up
in her home, It was t0ld toat the borse was walked all the way and a
cousin who was riding in anothor cerriage oftsen ran up to ses 1f the baby
were still alive as it was unusual to earry a nsw-oorn baby so far.

At the age of seventeen Clars married George Fiske. Here ars her

wedd ing hat, gloves and handkercinlef. Eecause of Capt. Ira's declining
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hegalth my grené parente came home to hsip Aunt Martha care for him.

" He w 25 & great Tavorilte 1n the neizhiborhood and his maﬁy friends

214 much to cheer him In his Jaust 1lilness. Wr. Goodwin who lived

in the house (n fouvih Yaln Street near the corner of Beech Streat
came ragvlarly on Thursdays te road the wsekly paper to nim. Because
of 1ts contents, Cagzt. Ira ecalled ii "The Hurdera¥., On a speclal
vegeazion wr 2» ndfaths r Flake asgked the loeal veterans group to 2all
at the honse . When %haey stocd there in formation tne aged Captain
ztood ups,aven in hls feable concditidon, and put thnem througzh the nsual
order of 2rms. I+ was a thrilling ocecasion for those partielpating
and the familvr.

"harae were flva Flske c¢hildren. Yy uncle Howard Fiske, now living
in East Mansfield, was born here in 1882 and was *he last baby 0 be
born in this old home. 2lsc surviving is wy uncle, Leon Fiske of Dean
Strcat. Tive ©f the seven grendchlldren still 1ive in ¥Mansfield. The
nome "Richariaon®™ bas resn carrisd on by eaeﬁ@ranen of Capb. Irat's
dascendants,

Waen my crandparents lived here in the early 155G's, my grand-
fathar wor¥ad in Attlaboro for onse dollar per day. Before taking the
5330 train from Wansfiocld Stagisn he always brougng the?nter negessary
for ths dav'a activitled Trom the well at Lhe weat end of tne house--
this meant s Yot on wash davs. 4130 he must do the barn chores and
wellk to the statlon. To {urtaer help the womenfoliks, Aunt Mariha and
Grgnd=nother, saeh e vening he tnreadsd a pln-cushion full of needles
aufficlent for + helr neceds wher sewlny straw tae next day. In the
houass tihiers is a pinchshipn which way be thie size ussd., The straw was
dalivered to them from the Straw 3hep on Park Street by a Mr.Dunham,

great great grandfather of Edgar Vgrueon Jr.
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Thus we have traced tha Richardson femily fwom 1763 to 1054.
Vany of the former furnishings of the o0ld home are the prized posses-
sions of the descendanta, Emm now usse® the furnitmre which was used
by her grest grand parents, Danisl and Fepzibah, who were marrhdin 1800.
But over end above 211 of these 1s +the nndying pride we hold in sracing

our ancestry f{rom such a noble example of &meriecan family 1ife.



